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Spring adventures a many... 

https://facebook.com/lscbmwcca
http://www.lscbmwcca.org
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Upcoming Tour Information 

We have two out of town trips—the Talimena Scenic Byway July 27th-28th (Fri-Sat) and 
the Austin Trip (August 17-19th—Friday night-Sunday night).   

July 27-28 Talimena Scenic Byway 

Friday night, we'll stay at The Holiday Inn Express of Paris, TX. We have 3 rooms with a 
single King Bed for $99.00/night + tax and 7 rooms with 2 Queen Beds for $109.00/night 
+ tax. We have until 7/13/2018 to utilize these rates. Please call the reservation desk at 
903-785-0088 and request the group rate for Lone Star BMW for the night of July 27, 
checkout July 28th.  

We'll start at 8:00am from the hotel and then head north into Oklahoma, traveling the 
Talimena Scenic byway, stopping along the way. We'll have lunch in Mena, AR and then 
head back toward DFW. Dennis Luczycki is organizing an additional night in Hot Springs. 
To join the tour, email tours@lscbmwcca.org. To join Dennis in Hot Springs, email Dennis 
at dluczycki@gmail.com and book a reservation at the Arlington Hotel in Hot Springs for 
July 28th.   
 
August 17-19 Austin Weekend 

Our Austin weekend is coming together.  Our hotel will be the Fairfield Inn & Suites Aus-
tin Northwest/The Domain Area.  We have an easy rate of $85/night+tax for 1 King or 2 
Double beds.  Our plan is to arrive on our own Friday night, use all day Saturday for tour-
isty things (like a tour of the State Capital of Texas, the State Museum, LBJ Library), have 
dinner as a group, sharing with the Tejas Chapter, and then Sunday, going for a driving 
tour with the Tejas Chapter.  Click the link to book your hotel now.  Last day to book your 
room: July 27th, 2018.  

Marriott hotel(s) special group rate: 
·  Fairfield Inn & Suites Austin Northwest/The Domain Area  for $85/night + tax 
Book your group rate for Lone Star BMW (Phone Number: 512-527-0734).   

Track images available via LightSpeedImages.com 

mailto:tours@lscbmwcca.org
mailto:dluczycki@gmail.com
https://www.marriott.com/meeting-event-hotels/group-corporate-travel/groupCorp.mi?resLinkData=Lone%20Star%20BMW%5Eauspb%60LSBLSBA%7CLSBLSBB%6085%60USD%60false%604%608/17/18%608/19/18%607/27/18&app=resvlink&stop_mobi=yes&mc_cid=ad74e829fc&mc_eid=84d5788d5b
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President Raymond Mimick president@lscbmwcca.org 
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Secretary Scott Schumacher secretary@lscbmwcca.org 

Treasurer Matt Dashiell treasurer@lscbmwcca.org 

Member at Large Jyl Miller atlarge@lscbmwcca.org 

Tourmeisters Brian George and  

Raymond Mimick 

tours@lscbmwcca.org 

Membership JO Miller membership@lscbmwcca.org 

Social   

Autocross Franco Maras fcmaras@gmail.com or  

autox@lscbmwcca.org 

Driving Schools Steve Hodges shodges883@gmail.com 

Club Racing (open)  

Street Survival Will Atkinson will@capretail.com 

Editor   

Associate Editor   

Vendor Relations   

Website   

Technical Advisors Trent Cole 

Nerces Mavelian 

tcachtung@lonestarbavarian.com 

nerces@autoscope.co  

Photographer   

Raymond Mimick 

What a spring we have had so far! Seems like we have 

something going on each weekend and even during the 

week.  It’s always excellent to meet you on the road or 

at one our social events.  This Spring, we’ve had 3 Auto-

crosses, 4 driving tours, a High Performance Driver’s 

Education event in Cresson, quite a few social events, 

not to mention a Q&A session with Santiago Ceballos.  For those looking for images from 

the HPDE or event some of the Autocrosses, make sure to visit 

www.LightSpeedImages.com and continue to support Robert in his photos.   

In May, Ben and I attended the South Central Regional meeting with our national BMW 

CCA board members.  I’ll add a summary of what’s going on at the national level and our 

local level status in an article later in the newsletter.   

Looking forward, somehow we have two overnight tours to Paris, TX and Austin, TX.  The 

idea between these tours was to be tourists in Austin but also to get to experience the 

Talimena Scenic byway, always a favorite.   

Wherever you find yourself on your adventures, stay safe and cool.  If you want to share 

your adventures, please share them with our members in the local chapter newsletter.  I 

can’t wait to hear how Oktoberfest 2018 in Pittsburg, PA goes.  I’m envious of those able 

to go but maybe next year I can get out to South Carolina.   

Letter from the President 

Cars & Coffee 2002 showing off a beautiful car Checking out the new X4 at Sewell BMW of Grapevine 

mailto:president@lscbmwcca.org
mailto:vp@lscbmwcca.org
mailto:secretary@lscbmwcca.org
mailto:treasurer@lscbmwcca.org
mailto:atlarge@lscbmwcca.org
mailto:tours@lscbmwcca.org
mailto:membership@lscbmwcca.org
mailto:fcmaras@gmail.com
mailto:autox@lscbmwcca.org
mailto:shodges883@gmail.com
mailto:will@capretail.com
mailto:tcachtung@lonestarbavarian.com
mailto:nerces@autoscope.co
https://www.LightSpeedImages.com/Lone-Star-Chapter-BMW-Club
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Warmer — AutoX #3 April 7th 
This event should have been warmer but alas, freezing temperatures sure 

slowed us down. For all of you that made it out for this one, the weather 

conditions were not very spring like, I hear. Thanks for getting out to drive 

and help! 

Autocross Update 

Franco Maras 

Charming Spring - AutoX #4 April 28th 

Enjoyment was high on Saturday, finding the smoothest path around the 

cones and talking car setups. A big thank you to all for showing up, driving 

and working to get the event running smoothly! 

As often is the case, Lightspeed Images captured many great action pic-

tures at https://www.lightspeedimages.com/Lone-Star-Chapter-BMW-

Club. 

In Class D, Julian Y collected his first win to inch closer to the leader Vale-

ria M. It's noteworthy that Julian was one of ten drivers in the 77 second 

range! We're mixing all classes but F here, although Adrian M. came in 

extremely close at 78.005. That is close! To continue with this range, Gary 

C. would be Mr. Consistency as seven of his runs were (have your 

guess) in the 77 second range!  

Fastest Time of Day went to Feras Q. in Class Z, just below 71 seconds. 

That is his first win of the year. Jerrett J. also produced his first 2018 win in 
Tommy Mhire giving instruction to new participants 

https://www.lightspeedimages.com/Lone-Star-Chapter-BMW-Club
https://www.lightspeedimages.com/Lone-Star-Chapter-BMW-Club
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Lightspeed Images 

Lightspeed Images has been present at a number of our events 

and have made some great shots that you have seen on our Face-

book page.  You can find some great shots of your participation at 

http://www.lightspeedimages.com/Lone-Star-Chapter-BMW-Club/  

Complete Results:  

#3: https://lscbmwcca.files.wordpress.com/2018/04/ax3-20180407.pdf 

#4: https://lscbmwcca.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/ax4-20180428.pdf 

#5: https://lscbmwcca.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/lscbmwcca2018no5.pdf 

Standings: https://lscbmwcca.org/2018-autox-standing/ 

Live Timing page: http://autox.lscbmwcca.org/ 

Next stop, Sunday at Lone Star Park August 5th, then back to Mineral Wells on August 

25th. We can hope the heat cools off a little bit (or at least give us some cloud cover).  

Class X.  In Class E, Terry T. brought home his second win of the year, as 

did Matt D in Class F. Both are now leaders in their respective classes. 

Finally, in the three-peat department we find Thomas J (Class Y) and Pawel 

P (Novice). These guys are building a good lead for the year! 

Gas, Brake and Turn — AutoX #5 June 23rd 

A big thank you to all for showing up, driving and working to get the event 

running smoothly! We were blessed with nice weather barely reach-

ing nineties, allowing everybody to turn in lap times lower than the tem-

perature :) 

Fastest Time of Day went to Thomas J. in Class Y, alone in the 68ths. This is 

his 4th straight win of the year and he may be cruising to a class win, un-

less his closest challengers step up. Somebody else who's cruising is Pawel 

P. in the Novice class. He is a whopping 35 points ahead of 2nd place. 

In the department of repeat winners we also find Matt D. in Class F (19 

points ahead of 2nd place) , Julian Y. in Class D. (tied for first),  

Ken O. (14 points away from 1st)  and Jerrett J. in Class X (in the lead by 1 

point). 

Most of the classes have fierce battles for trophies; Class D and Z have 

shared leaders, Class X has less than 10 points separating the top 5, Class 

Y and Class F have 5 drivers within 10 points for 2nd, the Novice class has 

7 drivers within 3 points for all trophies except No 1. 

It will be exciting to see the battles continue as the rest of the year un-

folds. 

https://lscbmwcca.files.wordpress.com/2018/04/ax3-20180407.pdf
https://lscbmwcca.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/ax4-20180428.pdf
https://lscbmwcca.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/lscbmwcca2018no5.pdf
https://lscbmwcca.org/2018-autox-standing/
http://autox.lscbmwcca.org/
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Tourist Info Center 

In the company of friends 

Autocross Extra 

Raymond Mimick 

For those new to the chapter, an Autocross is an obstacle course where each participant 

is timed and compete against others in the same class of cars.  We had quite a group 

come out for AutoX #5 in Mineral Wells on June 23rd but, sadly, I was there in a support 

role.  My first time running the timing computer was pretty OK with just a few crazy small 

problems with keeping the timing running correctly.  I also jumped in and helped at Cor-

ner 4.  Not sure if that one was a great idea, but I definitely got my exercise in that day!   

I think the best part of the day was visiting with everyone at lunch time.  Found out that 

Pawel Potera, the excellent Novice driver in his ///M3, had a friend, Sean Simpson in his 

335i competing against each other.  The statement at lunch: “Your fastest time is not as 

fast as my slowest time.”  Well, that just put a fire under Sean to get that better time and 

at the end of the day, Sean did beat Pawel’s slowest time of 78.653 with a 77.348.  It’s 

always fun to see and hear the friendly banter among our members.   

During the afternoon, Ken Orgeron (who is still in town on the weekends until they find a 

house in Phoenix) was being heckled by Jerrett Jan regarding the Fastest Time of the 

Day—Ken was being knocked off by Thomas Jensen throughout the whole day.   

June 11th, I posted on Facebook a 

link to an article about robot traffic 

cones.  Seeing this made me think 

about having to work the corners and 

fixing the knocked over cones.   

This year, we worked with Autobahn BMW to create a Customer Experience for custom-

ers that have never experienced the track or what their cars can do.  Tied to our HPDE 

weekend, we started Friday with rain and it kept raining through Friday morning.  We 

setup the event for 40 customers and had about 20 participate in both the morning and 

afternoon sessions.  We 

introduced the customers 

to the track with a simple 

slalom, then took the 

participants around the 

track, spending some 

time between events in 

the class room discussing 

track activities.  Finally, 

we worked to provide a 

lead-follow event with 

helmets.  All participants 

were given a one year member-

ship to the BMW CCA.  Thank 

you to all of the HPDE group that 

came out to assist in training a 

new set of excited BMW owners.   

Autobahn Customer Experience 

Slalom Course 

Brian Hodge (Autobahn) describing parts of the ///M4 engine 
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Scenery from the TSD rally 

Spring HPDE 2018 

Raymond Mimick 

So you’ve seen the emails pleading for people to sign up and wondered if it was really all 

that it was possible to be?  Well, it was a great experience and it was a challenge to see 

how fast you can get around the track.  We agree with Steve Hodges and others that tell 

you that BMWs (or other cars) will not get tore up, nor will you break your car if you take 

your car onto the track.  Well, on the flip side of this equation is that your car needs to be 

in the best maintenance state as possible but you never know exactly what will happen 

on the track.   

So, every experience on track requires some prep work.  First step is to get the car in-

spected.  It looks like the typical inspection is about $200 but that inspection included the 

price of a brake fluid change (you have to have 6-month or newer fluid).  Next, we meet 

at the track with our Medical Waiver and our Helmets and get checked in on a cool May 

morning.  After introductions, we split up into groups and head out (or stay in the class-

room as the case may be).   

Due to some changes in the weekend schedule, all participants were given 5 sessions per 

day for 20-25 minutes per session time on the track.  That’s a lot of track time for $300 

with an instructor in the car.   

So, on my first trip out on the track, traction control is on and we 

take it easy but we still get to try out the full throttle for as much 

as we can.  For me, my car decided that the turbos  are not quite 

running right and therefore shut down.  Well, for my first time 

out, without turbos is ok for learning purposes.   

Now, on the flip side, Ben arrived on Friday for our time with Au-

tobahn and the moment his car reached the paddock, it decided 

to throw an ABS error.  Ben took the car home and changed the 

battery, which is known to generate strange errors, but that didn’t 

fix the ABS error.   

Saturday morning, we pulled up the code and it indicated the left 

rear tire sensor was not working.  Eventually, Ben decided he can 

live without ABS for the track time.  That worked OK for most of 

the day, but on one trip around the track with Matt Dashiell as his 

instructor, the power steering just stopped.  Let’s just say that 

when you are learning to brake late, it means you need to be able 

to turn quicker.  Well, through much effort, Ben made it through 

the course safely and off the track.   

The next day, Ben, with the help of Mark Butterfield, replaced a 

broken belt, but after getting it installed, he found out the power steering pump locked 

up and had failed.  Well, Ben’s adventure is done for the weekend.   

Saturday night, leaving from Cresson, I took Ben home and noticed my brakes were 

starting to warp due to the hard use.  It was also dragging to the right a little bit.  No wor-

ries, we’ll figure out what’s next later.  Sunday, my car’s brakes were definitely used and 

had some warpage in them.  I definitely got some major experience running on the track 

and it was great.  

Doug Wirth stated that he like track time better than autocross because you get more 

time all at once.  Some other highlights on my first experience: 1. my ride along with my 

instructor showed me how good more experienced drivers can be around the track, 2. 

those ///M cars are truly track-ready from a lot of perspectives—horsepower and brakes 

were one of those keys, 3. Your car has to be in super shape to really get through every-

thing.   

So what’s next?  Well, after the event, I still need to replace my brakes but they have 
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Spring HPDE 2018 (continued) 

December Toy Run 

smoothed out.  Next, I found out my tires had major chunks missing from the treads so I 

had to replace those.  My ABS sensor light also showed it had some kind of failure, so 

when I was getting an alignment, we also changed out the ABS sensor.  I still need to fix 

the turbos as 9 out of 10 trips onto the track threw them out.   

Ben, on the other hand, had fixed the power steering and changed the ABS sensor, but 

that was not all.  His ABS sensor was not the root cause of the problem. It appears his 

ABS module has died.  A week after getting his power steering pump replaced, Ben had 

one of his throttle body actuators fail.  A string of big repairs in a short period of time has 

Ben looking at replacing his ‘09 M3 with a newer one.  

So, would I do it again?  Yes, but my car needs to get into better than normal shape and I 

need to get a new set of wheels and tires that I can tear up without worrying about 

them.  When is the next opportunity?  We are joining 5 other BMW CCA Chapters for the 

No Excuses HPDE at Hallet Motor Racing October 12th—14th.   

Josh Butts, Tejas Chapter President 

  Raymond Mimick, Lone Star Chapter President 

 Alan Simpson, Bayou Chapter President 

BMW Safety Car provided by Autobahn BMW 

Mark Williams and Karen Card 

Steve Hodges training the novice group 

We had about 40 participants all told but we could have held another 20-30 

people on the track.  Consider jumping in on this experience when you can. 
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Guess we know where the M2 inventory is... 

Steve Hodge’s M3 waiting the dawn 

Spring HPDE 2018 (Novice Student) 

Ricardo L. Negron 

Overall, it is a great and unforgettable experience for 
anyone with the love for speed. Since the event is done 
on a racetrack under controlled conditions, it gives you 
peace of mind and confidence to go there and push your 
car harder than normal. The instructors were very knowl-
edgeable and patient with all students (which must be a 
challenge since everyone is at a different driving level). 

Driving on a track is not as easy as the races on TV might lead you to believe. You are 
saturated with inputs from all your senses. Car sounds, instructor talking, seeing and 
maintaining the race line, watching for flags from corner workers, watching for other 
cars, checking your instrument panel, tires screeching and g-forces on the body are some 
of the things you have to look out while driving, and this is just after the first corner! 
Then it’s onto the next one before you know it. Although it sounds overwhelming, the 
excellent coaching from the BMWCCA LSC instructors kept my anxiety in check. Thanks 
to their coaching, it was a weekend full of learning and fast driving (A.K.A. fun). 

Prepping the car is an absolute necessity and the reason my car left the event in one 
piece. The track can be brutal to a car, but preparation goes a long way in minimizing 
unexpected surprises. Since the vehicles have to go through a tech inspection, all issues 
were taken care of there. My main concern was the brake system, the single most im-
portant system for the track, in my opinion. It passed the tech inspection. Brake fluid was 
still fresh (replaced a month ago) and brake pads and rotors had lots of life left. Brake 
lines were in top shape (braided, excellent for track duty). The pads I used were a Street/
Track dual purpose compound. Since I am a beginner, this will suffice for now. 

Equally important to make the event a success is the people. You meet all kinds of driv-
ers: young and old, driving 15 year old cars to the most recent M cars. But all shared one 
thing in common: they came to drive and have a great time. Everyone is super friendly 
and they will encourage you to keep going. Doesn’t matter if your pace is slower (or fast-
er) than others, nobody will make a fuss out of it. As long as you have fun it is OK with 
everybody. That atmosphere is what made the difference. 

They warned me that this can be addictive, and they were right. Now I’m looking forward 
to the next HPDE to keep learning and become a better driver. Maybe one day I will 
stand next to the chalkboard as an instructor, having completed various events and 
courses. Yes, I liked the event that much! 

I cannot thank enough the BMWCCA Lone Star Chapter for 
organizing this event and giving me and others the opportuni-
ty to drive our cars like they were intended. No other event is 
able to provide us with the thrills we experienced in a safe 
and controller matter. Looking forward to the next event. 

 the Lone Star Chapter intended to utilize some of the track rental time on our May 4th-

6th weekend to run a Club Race.  Sadly, Bruce Heersink had to call off the Club Race por-

tion due to lack of entrants.  He also notified the board of his intent to resign from his 

position as race chair after the event at MSR.   At this point, we are in search of someone 

who will take up the cause and be the race chair/organizer.  If nobody does, racing will 

stop in the chapter. There is a race on the schedule for October at Hallett. 

At the board meeting after the event, the board discussed our cancellation policy and 

have decided that moving forward, we would not cancel a declared club race event due 

to lack of attendees.  Regarding the club race chair, we are still working with our local 

members that participate in Club Racing to find a potential solution to our club racing 

participation.   

We would like to say a special thanks to Bruce Heersink for all the years he has helped 

the Lone Star Chapter and the BMW CCA Club Racing.   

Long time club member has been working on a few up-
grades...   

Dick Richardson 

I'm taking the Roadie over to Andi Petit 
at Clownshoe Motorsports on Saturday 
for more suspension upgrades...camber/
toe adjusters on the rear trailing arms 
and AKG poly bushings everywhere in the 
rear.  Also plan to install Vorschlag cam-
ber/caster adjusters on the front...I hope 
I can budget them before the DFW-
ZSCCA western states tour in Aug.  I al-
ready have H&R coilovers in front, H&R 
lowering springs & shocks in back, H&R 

anti-sway bars on both ends, and Hotchkis sway bar mounts in back.  Last summer I got 
new engine software, a module that relaxed the emission control parameters for my S54 
to keep that SES light off, and Sport Mode, similar to that on the E46 M3. I comes on 
when you turn DSC off.  The new software performed great at ZFEST last month.  Might 
be an article there. 

I think by next season it'll be a 911 killer at the PCA HPDEs. 
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Fredericksburg meetup 

Dick Richardson 

April 14th 

Hi ya Face-verse. I’m re-
porting on the 2nd day of 
the Lone Star Chaper, BMWCCA, Big Bend National Park and West Texas Drive. We are 
currently in Alpine, TX. 

Day 1 (Thursday) was consumed with a 440 mile run on US 67 from Cleburne, TX (our 
tour stating point) to Fort Stockton, TX, with a couple of side excursions on some twisty 
FM roads. I can confidently announce that US 67 will never get on my list of good touring 
roads…too flat, straight, and boring…and loaded with farm and oil field trucks by the 
bunches going about 30 mph. Of course, along that route we hit all the high-points of 
Texicana…Comanche, Brownwood, Ballinger, San Angelo, Big Lake, and all points in be-
tween. Let me tell ya, there is a whole lot of Texas out here. Miles and miles of a whole 
lot of Texas. 

I can also confidently state that I don’t need to visit Fort Stockton ever again. Windy, 
dusty, hot, dry, run-down, desolate…did I mention windy and dusty? All the bad things 
about small desert towns but in spades. If there is an attractive part of the town, it is a 
well-kept secret. Fortunately, the staff at the Holiday Inn let us use the pool patio shel-
tered from the worst of the wind and sand for a club Happy Hour. We whipped up a mess 
of margaritas and there was mucha cerveza fria, many stories were told, and a good time 
was had. 

Day 2 (Friday) was a tour of Big Bend 
National Park. We drove from Ft. Mis-
erable to the park on a fine touring 
road, US 385 and saw many, many 
miles of beautiful Southwestern desert 
scenery. Big Bend is...well, Big Bend; 
Texas-large and spectacular. Some of 
the group went to East end of the park 
(your humble reporter included) to 
Boquillas Crossing where we crossed 
the Rio Grand River in a flat-bottomed 
row boat (you can wade the river if you 

so desire) into Mexico, rode burros to the nearby village of Boquillas del Carmen, and had 
a fine lunch at Jose Falcon’s Restaurante. Another group went to the West end of the 
park and hiked in Santa Helena Canyon. We met later at the Chisos Basin Mountain Lodge 
in the center of the park then headed west to Presidio, through Terlingua, on TX 170 
[editor note, FM 170]. Now TX 170 is truly a “roller-coaster” road. Ups and downs and 

side to side that challenge anything the Tex-
as Giant has to offer. What a drive. 

We ended the day in Alpine, TX (home of 
those sorry Sul Ross Lobos) where we had 
dinner at the ORIGINAL Reata Restaurant 
and the food and service was just as good as 
what you expect at Reata Fort Worth. 

Tomorrow...new adventures 

April 14th 

More facts & stories about the Big Bend and Boquillas Village in particular... 

Our guide, who we met on the Mexican side at the burrow concession, was born and 
raised in the village and he was a constant stream in stories and information. Boguillas 
Village exists solely on the North American tourist dollar. After 9-11, the crossing was 
closed for 12 years and Boquillas Village became a ghost town. Our guide went into the 
US for work, but did not like it so much. He said the US is too noisy, too busy, too fast, 
too loud, too not peaceful. Eventually he moved back to Boquillas village and has stayed 
there working as a guide for tourist tips. The Mexican government brought electricity to 
the village only 3 years ago...yes, that would be 2015. Before that they had no refrigera-
tion and only candles and lanterns for night-time light. Now the restaurant offers a full 
menu because they have a refrigerator. They also can serve cold beer and ice in the 
drinks. 

With electricity also came running, filtered water. No longer did they have to go to the 
river and carry water home in jerry cans. 

Once, there was no such thing as a property deed. You want to build a house; well, find a 
spot and build it. After the US reopened the crossing the Mexican government decreed 
that everyone would get a deed to the land they occupied...and now you owe property 
taxes. Ahhhh, governments. 

Boquillas Village has about 40 families, maybe 200 residences. The is no real grocery 
store, but a grocery truck drives in once a week from a town 160 miles away and sells 
groceries to the residence. 
Gasoline also comes from 
there and is already expensive 
so by the time it is transport-
ed to Boquillas is too costly to 
buy. Gasoline comes from the 
US. US citizens fill 5 gal jerry 
cans and take it to the river 
where Mexican citizens take it 
and carry it across the riv-

Jim Doutre and Susan Richardson 

West Texas 2018  (copied from Facebook, used with permission) 

David Fancher, Dick Richardson, Scott & Barbara Denman 
Rose, Michael, Joy and David 
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er...and that's legal. A lot of groceries go the same way. About all the commerce is from 
the US into Mexico because everything is cheaper in the US and the Boquillas economy is 
solely on the US dollar. 

As large as Big Bend National Park is, there are three contiguous Mexican National Parks 
on the other side of the river that together are larger than Big Bend. The Mexican gov-
ernment owns both the river crossing and the burro concessions and keeps all that reve-
nue, the citizens rely only on tips, restaurant, and curio purchases from tourist. 

April 15th 

Day 3 of the Big Bend Tour…The McDonald Obser-
vatory, Marfa, and Alpine. 

We spent Friday night in Alpine, TX, at the Hamp-
ton Inn, a nice, modern, if unremarkable, chain 
hotel. Saturday morning we hit TX 118 for a most 
excellent drive to Fort Davis and the McDonald 
Observatory. We were at the observatory too ear-
ly to tour inside the telescope domes but enjoyed 
the visitor centers and all the displays. The vistas 
from atop Mt Locke and Mt Folkes were spectacu-
lar. 

Next, was a spirited drive on TX 118, TX 166, and 
TX 17 to Marfa. I’m tellin’ ya right now, Marfa is a 
cool town…clean, well maintained old buildings 
bursting with business and vibrant. As a fan of old 
architecture, your humble reporter was a happy 
camper. There was a big art festival underway in 
town so lots of folks were walking around. I stuck 

with the old buildings and old trucks, and this seems to be the old truck Mecca of Texas. 
We ate lunch at Squeeze Marfa, a Swiss Café. Yep, a Swiss Café out in the middle of no-
where. 

From Marfa with blasted up US 67 back to Alpine. Now Alpine is another very nice, clean, 
vibrant, livable town. Lots of tourist oriented business as well as a college town for those 
rotten, stinkin’ Sul Ross Lobos. We visited The Stable Performance Cars and the owner 
gave us the grand tour of all the race cars there that belong to Terlingua Racing and oth-
er clients. Next a little walk around 
downtown for some shopping and 
finally a trip to the tap room of the 
Big Bend Brewery to sample the lo-
cal fruit-of-the-grain wares. Most of 
their brews we found to be quite 
tasty and we even shared a table 
and conversation with some pleas-

ant Sul Ross coeds. 

Dinner was at the historic Holland Hotel. It was 
also prom night for Alpine High School and the 
swanky restaurant was full of kids in there prom 
finery. After dinner we drove out to observe the 
Marfa Lights, but, sadly, they were uncooperative 
this evening. Oh well, we were there...we tried. 
The evening was capped with another club happy 
hour at the hotel. 

April 16th: 

Day 4, BMW Club Big Bend and West Texas 
Tour… 

Today was the go-home day. We left Alpine and 
headed North to Ft Davis where unfortunately 
two of our members received “Automotive High 
Performance Awards” from a lurking DPS officer. 
The rest of us escaped award-less. 

Now Fort Davis is an attractive little town…got a 
nice State Park at the remains of the original army fort. Has some artsy types and galler-
ies for the tourist along with some eateries and tourist courts. Lots of big trees. An odd 
thing is, Fort Davis is the County Seat of Jeff Davis County. Yes, that J. Davis, President of 
the Confederate States of America. I do believe that is even a statue of the man on top of 
the Court House (see photo). Best I can tell the locals like being Jeff Davis County and do 
not seem inclined to topple his statue from its lofty perch. Maybe the Dallas liberals just 
haven’t caught on as yet to the goings-on out in those far western lands or maybe it’s just 
too far of a drive out west to stage some kind of a “social action.” Anyway, enough of 
that. 

From Ft Davis, we proceeded to Balmorhea and a fuel stop. The past few days has caused 
me to wonder about the poor level of automotive fuel octane in far West Texas. Here in 
the MetroPlex every QT, 
RaceTrac, and X-mart has 93 
octane. Out in the 
MetroSticks, say starting 
about Brownwood, the 
“premium” octane offered 
begins to drop. First 91 oc-
tane, further on 90 octane, 
and in Balmorhea the best we 
could find was 89 octane and 
they had the gall to call it 
“Super Premium.” It was nei-

Stable Performance Fort Davis Courthouse 



 

dbR Q2-2018 (published July 2 2018) Lone Star BMW CCA  Page 12 

ther super nor premium…it was swill. The high-strung, high-compression, high-
maintenance, race-bred engines in our BMW M-cars are just not cool with that low-end 
stuff that is not much better than casing-head gas. Somehow we all made it back, proba-
bly with the anti-knock sensors on full ignition retard. 

From Balmorhea we continued up TX 17 to Pecos where we picked up IH 20, turned east, 
and that was that. Our lunch stop was in beautiful, downtown COLORADO CITY 
(hometown of your humble reporter) at Bigg’s Pizza and Grill, right on the main drag. 
The place was packed and I think all our group agreed that the food was good and the 
stop was well made. 

As with most all our drives, we start with a few cars, pick up several along the way, then 
on the return, slowly drop ‘em off. This tour was no different. We started with 7 cars in 
Cleburne, added two more at our lunch stop in San Angelo at The Grill, and the 10th car 
met us in Ft Stockton. And not all were BMW cars, we’re not a snooty marque-only 
club…we had two Corvettes. We like all high-performance cars. On the trip home, one 
car left the group immediately from Alpine; another split off at Balmorea; another at 
Abilene, another (me) at Weatherford. The rest pressed on to points East, i.e., the wrong 
side of the Trinity River. 

And that was pretty much the tour. I took 158 photos so I may post a few more in the 
next day or so. 

We’ve definitely been putting in the miles this Spring with multiple out-of-town trips and 

in-town adventures.  The end of March we had our Cranfills Gap Tour on Easter Weekend 

with a great group of people.  We had such a large group that we had to split into two 

groups.  Brian George lead out the first group and we heard a state trooper started to 

follow the group.  The tour continued without issue and everyone met back up in Glen 

Rose before we finished up in Cranfills Gap at the Horny Toad Bar and Grill.  There, we 

caught up with friends and some of us returned back along FM-51, enjoying the curves 

along the way.  

Early  April, we had our return to West Texas (see Dick’s article starting on page 10).  This 

year, we had some surprises along the way.  We had two couples join us from the Austin 

area—Bill and Sandra Lewis and David and Mollie Francis—and they met up with us in 

San Angelo for lunch.  Surprisingly, we had the same server at The Grill as we did in 2015 

and the service was excellent, especially when we had 16 people show up all at once.   

Back on the road back to Fort Stockton, yes, there were oil trucks to worry about, but we 

made it into Fort Stockton without too much trouble—too bad a sand storm was being 

stirred up by the high winds.  We visited a small 

Mexican restaurant called Mi Casita that re-

quired Jim and Dick to find an alcohol supply 

location and return with the goods.  It was a 

great meal regardless.   

On the way toward Big Bend, we stopped in 

Marathon to get gas, but the electricity was out 

due to the high winds knocking out a telephone 

pole.  Onward into the park we went, searching 

for that gas station inside the park.  In the past, 

JO Miller and Dennis Luczyski 

Sporting the Dallas Marathon Jackets 

Spring Tour Update 

Raymond Mimick 

Changing the look of Cranfills Gap, TX 
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the price of gas in the park was much more than outside but on this trip, gas was on-par 

or cheaper than outside it.  Another big difference in this trip to Big Bend ended up being 

the lack of the Bluebonnets due to the lack of rain.   

When the group split into three groups in the park, I lead out the group to the Santa 

Elena Canyon with Bill and Sandra, David Fancher, and David and Mollie Franics.  I guess 

being one of the younger of the group, I do not realize that some things I take for grant-

ed are harder on others and this hike was not an easy hike for some.  We still got some 

good pictures, enjoyed nature, but it started to get a little warm and we were happy to 

return back to the Chisos Basin.   

Almost back to the basin, Scott & Barbara Denman and Don & Lisa Hula were heading 

out along FM-170 to Presido and our hotel in Alpine.  My group had a good lunch at the 

Basin’s lodge while we waited for our other group that went over the river into Mexico.  

Once the group joined back up, we took off for FM-170 along the Rio Grande river.  What 

a roller coaster.  Not to mention that we had to deal with the sand storm.  By the time 

we got into Presido, it felt like we were in a fog.  We filled up and headed into Alpine—

cooler weather and less dust.  Friday night, we had an enjoyable dinner at Reatta.   

Saturday morning, we took off for McDonald observatory, enjoying the twisty roads on 

the way to the Observatory.  This year, plans were adjusted.  Apparently 2018 found the 

McDonald observatory requiring 2-month advanced ticket purchases for the Twilight 

Program.  Bill & Sandra, members of the Observatory through the UT system, decided to 

join the different programs being offered that day and see the Star Party later that night.  

Come to find out, Bill and Sandra started a 3-hour astronomy program with tours of all of 

the telescopes.  We did not see/hear from them until almost 2:00pm (we stopped at the 

observatory about 10:00a).   

For our alternative plans, a group went 

into Marathon for dinner, a group stayed 

in Alpine and I took our newest tour mem-

bers back down into Marfa for dinner at 

the Hotel Paisano and a stop to see if we 

could see the Marfa Lights.  It actually 

cooled off very fast at night but we did 

enjoy our time looking for the Marfa 

Lights while also star gazing.   

The return trip was not too bad and we 

had a good stop for lunch before we started loosing people to traffic or different destina-

tions.  Overall, two of the participants received Performance Awards and one received a 

warning for no front license plate.    

Dennis Luczycki lead a group for a blue bonnet tour (delayed a day due to the storms) 

about two weeks after the West Texas trip and we had a great turn out.  Dennis got a 

little bit of leading a group in September last year and March this year and I think he’s 

learning the ropes to be another great tour leader in our group.  

Our May tour found us heading back to Let’s Eat Café for dinner on Memorial Day week-

end.  We had a member from the Amarillo area (Stephen & Shelly Haas) in town and 

joined us on the driving part of the tour.  We ended up with about 34 people joining us 

for dinner at Let’s Eat Café in Granbury, TX.   

The first weekend of June, we linked with Cars & Coffee and took a tour back up to 

McKinney and Hutchins BBQ.  We had a great group come out and an interesting Ford 

motor swap into an older 5-series.  It was quite a group and I’ll have to say the construc-

tion up in the northern reaches such makes finding some of these roads difficult.  

Looking forward, our next adventures take us up to Paris, TX (July) and Austin, TX 

(August) along with a trip along the Texas Forts Trail in September.  We hope that you 

can join us on one of these adventures (Tyler trips are open to all, too).   

Rose & Doug Reep, David Fancher, David & 

Molly Francis, Raymond Mimick 
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My M3 Story 

Pawel Potera 

Ever since I was a child, cars fascinated me. They symbolized freedom.  Freedom to go 
anywhere you wanted, at any time.  That’s their basic purpose.  However, some cars 
were meant to do more than just take you from point A to point B. They looked great.  
They were luxurious.  They were fast.  Throughout the years, the M3 consistently set the 
bar for all other car manufacturers to follow – or at least that was my perception after 
reading magazine articles about it, ever since the M3 was on the market. That was about 
30 years ago. 

Lo and behold, the stars have aligned mid-2015 and I was given the green light by my 
wife to go forth and get the car “I always wanted.”  While the M3 has always been on the 
top of my list, it would not be right to disregard some of the competition.  I ended up 
with the following cars on my list – Mercedes C63, BMW M235 (M2 wait time was ridicu-
lous), Audi S3 and Audi S4.  The decision process was rather quick: 

 C63 – no Euro delivery, no manual trans-
mission, but a very nice cabin. 

 M235 – lots of fun, but small.  Two doors 
would be a pain driving kids to school 
every day, not to mention any long trips. 

 Audi S3 – four doors, but small, no stick 
shift (but a great DCT). 

 Audi S4 – a little outdated at the time, 
less oomph than the M3. 

 
I really do appreciate all the features of the 
DCTs, but having the manual transmission 
became a rather important factor.  By the 
time I buy another car they may very well 
disappear from this segment - better get it 
out of my system now.  Another important 
factor was the ability to experience the Euro-
pean delivery.   My daughter sings in the 
Colin County Children’s Chorus and 2016 was 
the year when they were going on their tour 
to London and Canterbury in the UK.  While 
hearing your daughter sing in the Canterbury 
Cathedral was unquestionably the highlight 
of the trip, picking up a brand new car in Germany was not far behind.  This was truly 
shaping to be a vacation of a lifetime. 
 
Let’s go over some of the benefits of doing the European delivery: 

 Discount! It varies between the manufacturers, but with BMW you typically get 5-
7% off the MSRP of the base car. 

 Two weeks of insurance (with ridiculously high liability limits) 

 Free shipping back to the US 

 A bit of a discount with Lufthansa and some hotels in the Munich area. 

 A great vacation, where you get to drive your own car in a country that still believes 
that the speed limit is only limited by the top speed of your car. 

 
As far as the downside - it takes about six excruciatingly long weeks for the car to arrive 
to the US.  More on that later.  Let’s start at the beginning. 
 
On one beautiful October day in 2015, I casually strolled into Classic BMW in Plano, to 
see what the process was for ordering an M3 to be picked up in Munich.  My salesman 
was very friendly, knowledgeable, and helpful (hi Eric!).  Heck, he was driving an M3 
himself.  One of the first things you notice when walking into Classic is that the guys 
there don’t just sell these cars.  They enjoy them.  Next time you’re there, ask to see the 
Z8s, the classics they restore, and the various race cars that they, well, race.  I walked 
out with all the information I needed, and a few days later I put down my $1000 deposit 
to guarantee a production spot.  Since we’ve known the choir’s tour dates, we had our 
ideal pick up date selected (August 1st), so I wanted to get everything done as early as 
possible in order to pick up my car on that day. 
 
Once you get the production spot, you have some time to play with the options you 
want. I went with the Executive Package (main features being the backup camera and 
the HUD), rear window shades for the kiddies, side view cameras on the bumper (great 
for pulling out of blind alleys and pulling up to tall curbs), and that’s about it.  I stayed 
with the non-adjustable suspension and the 18” wheels after reading some reviews and 
I don’t regret this choice to this day.  The standard suspension is exactly where it needs 
to be as far as comfort and handling, the 18” wheels provide a bit more comfort com-
pared to the 19” and say what you want, but I think they’re the best looking out of the 
bunch.  
 
Then I waited.  At some point during 
the wait time, a welcome package 
arrives that talks about the ED expe-
rience.  It comes with two BMW lug-
gage tags, hotel flyers and lots of 
important info – where to drop off 
the car, what needs to be done prior 
to that, etc.  I could officially buy the 
car at the beginning of April, four 
months before the pick up date.  
Some car manufacturers require a deposit check for the amount of European VAT (value 
added tax) that sits at the dealership until the car arrives, some require in-house financ-
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ing.  Not so with BMW – you just buy the car as you normally would.   It’s a somewhat 
unsettling feeling walking out of the dealership with a piece of paper that basically tells 
you that you just spent a lot of money and this is the only thing you have to show for 
it. 
 
After that, you can watch the status of your order to see that your car is really being 
made and will be waiting there for you.  If I remember correctly, this happens about 4-
6 weeks before the delivery date.  This is a good time to contact the drop off point in 
Germany and let them know when you expect to be there.  It’s also a good idea to visit 
your dealership with some suitcases and see how everything fits in the trunk. 
 
Since time doesn’t stop for much of anything other than photons, it was soon time to 
board the plane and head to London for a week of concerts and sightseeing, but I’m 
not here to write about that part of 
the trip, save for one alarming 
event.  Shortly after arriving in the 
UK, I was contacted by BMW with 
some dreadful news – “your car has 
a defective differential and has been 
issued a delivery stop”.  The letter 
discussed some options, but with 
the family already in Europe and 
lots of ticket reservations, the only 
sensible option was to go to Mu-
nich, look and touch the car, and 
take a rental car for our travels.  The 
rental wouldn’t be an M car.  Bum-
mer, but shirt [sic] happens.  Also, 
the factory tour wasn’t available to 
us, because it was closed for vaca-
tion/retooling exactly for the two 
weeks that we were in Germany. 
 
As you can imagine, my mood wasn’t all that great while flying to Munich.  I expected 
a two liter diesel of sorts waiting for me.  Our plane was a little late, but we managed 
to find our driver.  This was the first time someone waited for me holding my name, so 
I guess I had that going for me.  The hotel was fantastic (Hotel Leonardo) – I have not 
seen a breakfast with such a selection of food anywhere.  Early in the morning, we 
headed out to the BMW Welt.  After checking in, the family went to the waiting area 
with more food and drinks, and a nice overlook of the floor.  All the paperwork 
checked out, and I met with my advisor, who promptly told me that I can look at the 
car, I can drive it around the delivery area inside the building, but that’s it.  I asked 
politely – “we will be in the area until Thursday, is there any chance you could do some 
magic and get my car fixed by then?”.  “Let me make a phone call” – he said.  15 

minutes later I was bear-hugging him after he returned with the good news – “yes, it will 
be fixed by Thursday morning”.  Suddenly, the two liter diesel (520d) was no longer an 
issue.  Heck, it was nice to drive someone else’s car for the first few days to get used to 
“the German way”. 
 
The delivery process consists of an advisor giving a fully customized presentation in an 
impressive media room, walking through all the features and options of the car, and finally 
driving a “victory lap” inside the building.  Normally, the lap would finish with us leaving 
the building in our car, but alas, that was not to be.  We left in the 520d. 

We spent the next few days driving around the area and doing some sightseeing.  My wife 
insisted on making a stop in F*cking, Austria.  Yes, that town really exists, with worn out 
grass in front of the signs bearing its name.  The other attractions included Füssen and 
Schwangau, home to the world famous Neuschwanstein castle. 
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On Thursday, we headed back to Munich.  We 
confirmed on Wednesday that the car would 
indeed be waiting for us and gave the good 
people at the Welt our approximate arrival time.  
One hour after we arrived, we were ready to hit 
the road in the M3.  My M3 - on the Autobahn.  
Not too fast, though.  The guidelines say to keep 
it under 100 mph and 4500 rpm until the first oil 
change at 1200 miles.  Lucky for us, that 
happened the next Wednesday in Leipzig.  Be 
prapared to pay about 450 Euros for that service 
and give BMW the story of your life when 
making the appointment.  Hold on to the receipt, 
as you will get that money back in the US.  It was 
time to stretch our legs on the way to Frankfurt.  
With the family in the car, I didn’t exceed the 
conservative 200 km/h (122 mph), which meant 
moving out of the left lane so others could pass 
quite frequently. 
 

On a rainy Friday morning, it was time to say goodbye to the car, since it would be 
difficult to pack it into my suitcase. The requirements at the drop off point are as 
follows – car must be washed, empty, and with about a quarter of a tank.  Prepare to 
spend about half an hour to an hour to get it all done.  Don’t be like me and bring your 
passport along.  After it’s all done, you’re left with one key and a feeling similar to 
leaving the dealership with only a piece of paper.  My German friend (pictured) made 
me feel better by telling me that the car would now go to Poland, Romania, Russia, 
and in about six weeks I’d get a tail light in the mail. 

I forgot to ask about the ship, but BMW NA provided me with this information.  My car 
was on the Orion Highway, owned by K Line.  Another carrier that’s frequently used is 
Wallenius Wilhelmsen, which allows you to track your car on their website by the VIN 
numer as the “Cargo ID” .  Once on the ship, you’ll want to download a marine tracking 
app.  Many tracking apps only track ships that are close to the shore, but there are a few 
that allow you to see the whereabouts of your precious cargo on the open sea.  “Ship 
Info” is the one that worked for me.  I had the luck of my ship having to take a detour 
due to a hurricane, which of course makes you worry whether the car would be damaged 
in any way.  Yes, I looked at the sea weather map showing the Beaufort scale, and read 
what the RORO ships can withstand.  However, at that point there is no other choice, but 
to trust the captain.  Once at the port of arrival – in my case Brunswick, GA – the car 
disappears off the radar.  It enters the Vehicle Processing Center (VPC), where it goes 
through customs, any necessary repairs, and I think that’s also when any additional 
equipment gets installed (e.g. M Performance parts), although I didn’t have any.  With a 
little bit of Googling, you can find a phone number, and actually get through to some very 
helpful staff, who will tell you the status of your car.  Typically, the car spends 4-5 days at 
the VPC.  Once the VPC is done with its tasks, the car waits for its turn to be shipped (few 
days) and then gets loaded onto a truck, and sent on its way to the Vehicle Distribution 
Center (VDC).  In our case (South Central US), this is in Galveston, TX.  Some ships may go 
directly there.  The VDC is the final stop before your dealership.  United Road Services is a 
trucking company used quite a bit by BMW and they also allow you to track your car by 
the VIN number.  The trucking company’s notes about your car are quite interesting.  My 
car was noted as having a scratch underneath the car, most likely due to a rock hitting it 
at some point while driving in Europe.  It just goes to show how meticulous the shipper is 
about noting even the slightest damage to the vehicles.  My shipping timeline was as 
follows: 

 drop off in Frankfurt – August 12th. 

 arrival in Brunswick, GA – September 9th (day late due to a hurricane). 

 arrival in Galveston, TX – September 22nd. 

 arrival at Classic BMW – September 27th. 

So that’s the story - I would highly recommend this experience to everyone buying a Eu-
ropean car that offers a similar experience.   I could not be happier with the car.  The only 
gripe is perhaps the tire wear.  For some inexplicable reason, the rear tires only last a few 
thousand miles. 

Thank you for reading, and maybe we’ll meet again in an article describing my other ad-
ventures with the car, many of which I experienced thanks to the LSC BMW CCA. 

Talimena Scenic Byway—July 27th-28/29th 
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BMW Maintenance Corner 

Raymond Mimick 

There is all kinds of maintenance going on 

to keep our cars running strong.  My latest 

adventure was to change out my alterna-

tor.  In the middle of our Fredericksburg 

trip, my car had a sound coming from 

something on the accessory belt (a bear-

ing starting to freeze).  To be safe, I rode 

back with Dennis and my car came back via my brother trailering it home.  Once home, I 

set about replacing the alternator.  You would think that would be the easy fix—pull it 

out and put a new one back in.  And it was to some level, but I did have to resort to an 

Internet suggestion of loosening the air intake in order to slide the alternator out of it slot 

from the back.  Once out, I found out the alternator actually has its own clutch pulley that  

can be replaced.  After changing the 

alternator, the noise did not really go 

away.  I realized the other 3 pulleys 

needed to be replaced.   

When I tried to access some of the pul-

leys, my oil cooler lines were in the way 

and I had loosened some of the screws/

nuts/bolts to see if I could gain access 

to the pulleys.  Well, that caused a big 

oil leak because I stripped one of the 

bolts that kept the oil thermostat in 

place.  The picture to the left is the Oil 

Filter housing and the oil thermostat.   

I needed to order a new oil thermostat housing and the two plugs on top.  Since I was this 

far in having to remove parts, I was able to gain access to all of my pulleys and get them 

changed.  I also decided to go ahead and change out the two guaranteed-to-leak oil gas-

kets—the one that touches the block and the one between the oil temperature housing 

and the oil filter housing.   

With the new pulleys in place (I have a nice tool to assist anyone in changing out the belt 

on an N54/N55 engine if anyone needs to borrow it) and the new gaskets, the car is back 

to normal in that regard.  Now onto the next maintenance tasks post-track.   

New ///M brakes make track days easy 

Peter Punzmann and Josh Butts 

(President of Tejas Chapter) both 

have a current generation ///M 

car and both were at the track 

event in May.  At one of our 

Meet & Greets, Peter was ex-

plaining how easy it was to 

change out his track pads for his 

street pads with the new fixed-

rotor setup.  You pull two pins, 

use a special spreader tool, slide 

out the old pads, slide in the new 

ones, put the pins back in and 

you are done.  Looks like things 

are starting to get easier for dual

-purposes cars.  I can’t wait to 

see what the next thing is.  

 

N54 Alternator + Clutch Pulley 

Oil Filter Housing + Oil Cooler 

Oil Filter Housing Gasket 
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Tyler Updates 

Raymond Mimick 

We’ve been working to make a presence in Tyler by having some Meet & Greets in Tyler 

and scheduling some driving tours from BMW of Tyler.  We had our first tour to Love’s 

Lookout Point June 16th, Father’s Day weekend.  We got there early and visited with 

salesmen Dustin and Sam.  Eventually, we gathered 6 cars, and 8 participants to join us 

on our adventure to Love’s Lookout Point.  At lunch, we had a great discussion on a lot of 

topics.  Ted Glover shared information about loss of manual transmissions in future  ///

M3 generations, the change in the BMW New Car Maintenance Program (36k/3 years), 

and car wash prod-

ucts.  We look for-

ward to our next 

Meet & Greet in July 

and our next tour 

August 11th from 

BMW of Tyler and 

heading to the Mine-

ola East Texas Burger 

Company.   

News From National 

Raymond Mimick 

The South Central Region of the BMW CCA (us included) 

met here in Dallas in mid-May to discuss the BMW Car 

Club of America.  Part of the discussion was “what would 

we do differently if we were starting the club today?”  And what does the club look like in 

the next 50 years.  Since 2008, the club has lost a lot of members.  In 2017, the loss was 

2,000 members. Where did they go and  how do we get them back?  All chapters have 

had losses, but it is up to the current members to engage new members, keep existing 

members and work to continue to make things exciting for all.  They stated that 62% of 

all new members come from word-of-mouth from a friend.   

Obviously, it is up to us to connect with the next generation of drivers—wait, that’s a 

problem, too.  Will they drive as much as we drive?  Sounds like we are starting a poten-

tial chicken-and-egg situation here.  We’d love to hear ideas on how to connect to the 

next generation—is it car shows showing off modifications made to the car?  Is it some-

thing else?   

Another area that we discussed is the newsletter each 

chapter is required to publish.  Why are we required to 

publish? It is to keep our non-profit, social club status 

with the IRS so we must inform all members about what 

is going on in the club.  There is a discussion about gen-

erating a regional-based newsletter of all the various 

chapters that could potentially get included in the 

Roundel packet.  What would your thoughts be on re-

ceiving a newsletter that covers 9 chapters all in one big 

bundle?  It would only be a quarterly newsletter (what 

we are doing today) but you would get to know about 

things happening from South Dakota down to Houston 

and out west all the way to Utah.  Our board met and 

did not think such a large region would benefit all of us 

but maybe a “Texas” version might be interesting.  Give us your feedback at the next 

Meet & Greet so we can give feedback to National.   

There is also some discussion about continuing HPDE events at Oktoberfest, making more 

regional O’fest-type things vs a big national version, an “always-on” insurance program 

for each member in a chapter, and some discussions on engaging more families.  Defi-

nitely a lot going on and Ben & I can definitely answer questions that you may have. 

New ///M3 getting checked out by the group 
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Meet & Greet Adventures 

We’ve really starting getting our Meet & Greets in action.  For May, the Dallas 
get together was at Carrabba’s and we had a great turn out from new and ex-
isting members.  The Fort Worth/Mid-Cities group met at La Hacienda Ranch 
and also found some old members to share some excellent stories.   

Now, for June, we had special guest Santiago Ceballos come and join us at Sew-
ell BMW of Grapevine and discuss the current future BMW technology.  There 
were a lot of interesting topics and conversations.  We made a post-event Facebook com-
ment asking what people took away from the event.  Here’s some of the conversations.  

 
For those that attended last night, what really stood out? The fact that only 15% 
of M2 sales are manual transmissions, some of the hybrid BMWs can get 2,000 
miles on a tank of gas? What about the crash avoidance assist tools now availa-
ble? Comment below to share your thoughts and experiences.  
 

 

JO has us scheduled to visit BMW of Arlington for July and in August we will visit Auto-
bahn BMW to present a South Central Regional award to the dealership.  Watch your 
inbox for dates and times.  Thank you Sewell for hosting our event.  Thank you Santiago 
for presenting to our group.   
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Upcoming Events 

Events are added and updated all the time.  You can find the latest in multiple locations: 
Facebook, the Lone Star Chapter Web site, BMW CCA Events calendar, and your monthly 
email updates.  Look for our monthly email update by the first weekend of each month.   
July 

7th – 16th (Sat – Mon): Oktoberfest Tour to Pittsburg (Added 1 day) 

27th-28th (Fri-Sat): Talimena Scenic Byway; Friday evening in Paris, TX 

August 

5th (Sun): Autocross #6 at Lone Star Park 

11th (Sat): From BMW of Tyler to Mineola East Texas Burger Co 

12th (Sun): Board Meeting 

18th – 19th (Sat-Sun): Austin Weekend Tour 

25th (Sat): Autocross #7 at Mineral Wells 

September 

8th (Sat): From BMW of Tyler to Caddo Lake 

22nd (Sat): Texas Forts Trail Tour 

29th (Sat): Autocross #8 at Mineral Wells 

October 

12th-14th (Fri-Sun): HPDE at Hallet Motor Racing Circuit 

14th (Sun): Board Meeting (may be changed) 

21st-23rd (Sun-Tues): Eureka Springs Tour 

November 

10th (Sat): Autocross #9 at Mineral Wells Airport 

18th (Sun): East Texas Tour 

December 

1st (Sat): Toy Run 

9th (Sun): BMW Dallas Marathon Show and Shine 

9th (Sun): Board Meeting  

Newsletter Articles 

Submit your articles to Scott Schumacher, Raymond Mimick and/or Ben Qureshi by 

September to be included in the Sept (Q3) release newsletter.  Take pictures of your 

adventures and share your thoughts on the BMW you drive or are thinking of driving.  

Story about an independent shop or a product you use? Let the club members know.  

Share your owner tips and we’ll push them out to Facebook and include them here. 

Street Survival 

Raymond Mimick 

We had our first Street Survival for 

2018  on June 10th with about 20 stu-

dents attending— a few students 

were sons & daughters of our local 

chapter officers (Ben & Matt).  For 

those that have not heard of Street 

Survival, this is a program were teen 

drivers are introduced to some driv-

ing tasks that they may not normally experience on the road except in emergency situa-

tions.  The program is designed to get students more comfortable in their cars and keep 

them safe while driving.   

We have a skid pad to allow the student to experience what the car will do when out of 

control, we have an ABS station to experience how ABS works in the car, we have a quick 

lane change station, a figure-8 course and a slalom to show weight transfer of the car.   

I had 2 students, Jamie and Mason.  Jamie was getting used to her Mitsubishi SUV, how it 

handled, and how the car would perform in these exercises.  One extra challenge on this 

June day was overheating—we had to drive the car at normal speeds on the street to get 

the temperature down.  With Mason, it took me a little while to figure out that his turn-

ing was not smooth right off the bat and that was causing some problems with doing the 

exercises in the minivan.  By the end of the program, both Jamie and Mason were really 

starting to catch on and were able to do a lot of the exercises with a lot more confidence 

than when they started.   

One of our instructors even lent their Mustang to a student whose car had a sudden 

problem on the first set of exercises.  Great job, everyone.  Thanks again to Autobahn for 

sponsoring the tent so everyone stayed in the shade and to all our volunteer instructors! 

Jamie checking the oil with 

Ross Carmichael 


